
Journey through Lent
F I F T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T

Upper and Middle Elementary

Materials
 ӹ Handout A: Gospel Reading 

for Sunday March 29, 2020

Learning Goals
The Gospel for the fifth Sunday of Lent brings several 
key concepts into focus that are especially appropriate 
for Lent: the reality of sin, the need for forgiveness, and 
the miracle of the Resurrection. After reading the Gospel, 
students will reflect on a piece of sacred art to ponder 
these concepts and then discuss conversation questions.

Gospel Reflection / Sacred Art Activity
A. Have students read the Gospel passage, or read it aloud to your students. 

B. Together, look at the painting Jesus Wept by James Tissot and discuss the conversa-
tion questions that follow.
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HANDOUT A

Gospel Reading for Sunday, March 29, 2020

Directions:  Read the Gospel passage. Then answer the questions. 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 11:1-45: The Raising of Lazarus
Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary 
was the one who had anointed the Lord with 
perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; 
it was her brother Lazarus who was ill. So the 
sisters sent word to him, saying, “Master, the 
one you love is ill.” When Jesus heard this he 
said, “This illness is not to end in death, but is 
for the glory of God, that the Son of God may 
be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard 
that he was ill, he remained for two days in the 
place where he was. Then after this he said 
to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were 
just trying to stone you, and you want to go 
back there?” Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours in a day? If one walks during the 
day, he does not stumble, because he sees the 
light of this world. But if one walks at night, 
he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 
He said this, and then told them, “Our friend 
Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to awaken 
him.” So the disciples said to him, “Master, if 
he is asleep, he will be saved.” But Jesus was 
talking about his death, while they thought that 
he meant ordinary sleep. So then Jesus said 
to them clearly, “Lazarus has died. And I am 
glad for you that I was not there, that you may 
believe. Let us go to him.” So Thomas, called 
Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 
also go to die with him.” When Jesus arrived, 
he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, only about two miles away. And 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 
to comfort them about their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
to meet him; but Mary sat at home. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. [But] even now 
I know that whatever you ask of God, God 
will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise.” Martha said to him, “I know he will 

 The Raising of Lazarus,  
by Sebastiano del Piombo
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rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus 
told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?” She said 
to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
who is coming into the world.” When she had 
said this, she went and called her sister Mary 
secretly, saying, “The teacher is here and is 
asking for you.” As soon as she heard this, she 
rose quickly and went to him. For Jesus had not 
yet come into the village, but was still where 
Martha had met him. So when the Jews who 
were with her in the house comforting her saw 
Mary get up quickly and go out, they followed 
her, presuming that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. When Mary came to where 
Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and 
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw 
her weeping and the Jews who had come with 
her weeping, he became perturbed and deeply 
troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” 

They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus 
wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” 
But some of them said, “Could not the one 
who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
done something so that this man would not 
have died?” So Jesus, perturbed again, came to 
the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across 
it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
the dead man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by 
now there will be a stench; he has been dead 
for four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believe you will see the glory of 
God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you for 
hearing me. I know that you always hear me; 
but because of the crowd here I have said this, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” And 
when he had said this, he cried out in a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came 
out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, and 
his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to 
them, “Untie him and let him go.” Now many of 
the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what 
he had done began to believe in him.
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Brooklyn Museum, New York, NY.

Jesus Wept
BY JAMES TISSOT (1886–1894)
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Jesus Wept, by James Tissot (1886–1894)

Jesus Wept

Directions: Look at the painting Jesus Wept by James Tissot. What moment from the Gospel 
reading does this painting show us?

1. Jesus says in this Gospel that Lazarus’s “illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of 
God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it." Last week, we heard Jesus make a similar 
sounding statement about a man who was blind. Can you recall what Jesus said about the blind 
man? How do both of these stories show the glory and works of God?

2. What other connections can you make between this week’s Gospel and last week’s? 

3. This painting shows a moment when Jesus was weeping over the death of one of His friends. 
Why do people die?

4. Another way of looking at this painting is that Jesus is weeping because of sin. Why?

5. What does Jesus do for Lazarus?

6. What does Jesus say to Martha when she thinks Lazarus is still dead?

7. How does this statement of Jesus’ apply to our own lives?

8. How does this Gospel relate to our preparation for Easter?

9. Jesus raised his friend Lazarus from the dead. In what ways does this Gospel passage teach us 
about what Jesus will do for us after our own deaths?
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Answer Key
Handout A: Gospel Reading for Sunday, March 29, 2020
1. Jesus said "it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him" (John 9:7).

2. In both stories, we see Jesus heal those who are suffering. We see the Lord's power to heal, 
even to restore the dead to life. It is also important to note that both sickness and death are the 
result of sin--not personal sin (though some sicknesses can be caused by sin), but Original Sin.

3. The Original Sin of Adam and Eve caused humans to experience death. Because of the Original 
Sin of Adam and Eve, which broke the communion between Heaven and earth, and wounded 
human nature. We became weak and inclined to sin, and sickness and death entered the world.

4. Because death is the result of sin. Sin can hurt our bodies but more importantly it hurts our 
souls. Mortal sin separates us from God. We need God's forgiveness in order to be reconciled to 
Him.

5. He raises him from the dead. 

6. He says, "Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?"

7. If we believe in Jesus and follow Him, we too will see the glory of God!

8. Jesus' raising of Lazarus is a sign of His own Resurrection. We see Jesus perform this miracle 
that shows God's power over death, and we anticipate the coming Easter celebration: Jesus 
conquered death when He rose from the dead--the most glorious miracle He ever performed.

9. Jesus will raise from the dead those who have believed in and followed Him.

© SOPHIA INSTITUTE FOR TEACHERS



HANDOUT B

Follow Jesus   
Directions: Read about following Jesus. Then, solve the puzzle and 

answer the question. 

Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me.” (Luke 9:23). 

Our cross is not like Jesus’. It is not big and wooden. 
It is not something we carry on our shoulders. Our 
crosses are the hard things we have to face in our 
lives. Some people might be very sick. Some people 
might be lonely and need friends. Other people are 
poor or homeless. Some people have a hard time in 
school. Everyone’s cross is different. 

Jesus asks each of us to carry our own cross – the 
hard things we face in life. When we follow Jesus, we 
accept the hard things in our lives and walk in Jesus’ 
footsteps. He knows what it is like to be you and me. 
And He knows that following Him is hard to do. Jesus 
only asks us to do things that He already knows we 
can do. Even though following Him is hard, Jesus loves 
us. And He helps us carry our crosses every day. 
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Lent Code
A B C D E F G H I

5 11 15 26 1 8 17 4 19

J K L M N O P Q R

25 20 9 3 2 12 24 21 10

S T U V W X Y Z

7 14 16 6 23 18 22 13

1. Jesus asks me to carry my

_________ _________ _________ _________ _________

15 10 12 7 7

2. Jesus knows what it is like to be 

_________ _________ _________ and _________ _________

22 12 16 3 1

3. When we follow Jesus, we walk in His

_________ _________ _________ _________ _________ _________ _________ _________ _________

8 12 12 14 7 14 1 24 7
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I will follow Jesus today by….

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Answer Key
Handout A: Gospel Reading for Sunday March 29, 2020
1. Lazarus. 

2. He said “whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die.” 

3. So that the people would believe that Jesus was sent by God. 

Handout B: Follow Jesus 
1. Cross

2. You/me

3. Footsteps 
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