
From the Desk of Fr. Frank 

Dear Parish Family, 

The past few weeks have been an unbelievable time in our world, city, parish and school 
Academy family of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.  Many of the distractions that take place in our 
lives have been replaced by what might seem like “nothingness.” Many of those things removed 
have been without our “say-so”, not “being in control”—things such as entertainment, sporting 
events, eating out, and more. I don’t know about you; however, I’ve found that I don’t miss many 
of those things like I thought I would!  Yes, we have all had to adjust to a different way of life and 
yes, it may be very difficult; however, in the midst of it all, we are called to “Be” the face of Jesus 
for others, even in the midst of our pain especially for our own families.  We are in this 
TOGETHER!   

Yet, let me remind you, Easter is NOT CANCELED TODAY! Indeed, we may celebrate the 
Resurrection a bit differently this year than we ever have. Still, we believe Jesus rose from the 
tomb and we have tremendous hope for today, tomorrow, and all eternity! 

Desperation Band wrote a beautiful song, which seems to be more relevant today than ever. 
The words to this simple, yet powerful song has been the theme for us here at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help through our journey of Lent this year.  There’s also a picture of Jesus reaching 
His hands under the water to rescue Peter from drowning (Mathew 14:22-33) that is on our 
Facebook and Website page.  This picture has personally given me hope.          

I need you Jesus to come to my rescue, where else can I go. 
There’s no other name by which I am saved.  Capture me with grace.   
I will follow you. 
 
Honestly, I don’t know what people do in times like this, as well as other times of crisis, without 
holding on to Jesus and having a relationship with Him. 

We hold on to Jesus faithfully and it shows through our LOVE of SACRIFICE.  My heart rejoices 
when I see that our OLPH Food Pantry fed more than 63 families these last two weeks.  How 
our “Little Red Library” has temporarily turned into a food box for people in our neighborhood.  
How we fed over 65 people at the Good Samaritan Center with fish plates from our parishioners 
who worked extra hours Friday nights during Lent.  This team of our OLPH Fish Fry have given 
so much of themselves, helping our church and school financially.  We have 21 “Prayer 
Warriors” from our parish who have been calling our elderly parishioners (320 to date) so they 
know they are not alone and are asked if they have any prayer intentions.  Fr. Joseph and I will 
add them during our daily private Masses.  We have also started on Facebook the “Lighted 
Candle” Prayer Intention page which will also be on our website olphcctx.org.  Starting Easter 
Monday, we will Stream Live on Facebook at 6 pm, the Rosary and have Adoration at 8 pm, 
Thursday nights Streamed Live as well.  Community Outreach has helped mow our church and 
school lawn along with many other parishioners lending a hand since we reluctantly canceled 
our contract for lawn care.  Another family has brought their trailer every week, to be fill with 
trash and then take to the landfill because we also canceled our contract with our dumpster 
service.  The team coming in every Monday to count our collection continues even though they 
don’t stay as long as usual for obvious reasons.   

There is so much to be said about out church staff.  They are phenomenal. Each person has 
gone over and beyond their regular job description to make sure the needs of our parishioners 



are met.  Our Catechetical program makes sure that each student has some formation 
catechetical resource to learn on-line along with bulletin Kids Gospel activities.  Our Youth 
program has been streaming Live with National Youth Programs offered by The Edge and Life 
Teen programs.  Formed.org has been an invaluable resource for many parishioners to read 
spiritual writing from great authors and Saints, which also includes family movies, Bible, Church 
History, Spiritual studies.  A library of resources is on FORMED.org.  Our Academy principal, 
Mrs. Martínez and her staff have been so creative in reaching out to their students every day.  
So many other parishioners are doing things that God only knows and they will be rewarded. 

I finally want to thank Fr. Joseph and our all our Deacons for being such a great spiritual 
powerhouse for our church and school.  Their love and support are evident in their love for God 
and His Church.  They continue to give of themselves through a humble form of service that 
God can hear, and we appreciate.  We are blessed! 

The bottom line is this: Jesus Christ is ALIVE and well here at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church and Academy.  There’s no reason to dismay concerning what tomorrow may bring. Our 
long-term belief is that we will be with Him throughout the endless ages of eternity, and that’s a 
beautiful thing! 

So, please be sure we have your updated address, phone number, and email so we may reach 
out to you and stay connected to the Body of Christ together. 

Just remember… Easter is NOT CANCELLED!  We are just beginning to LIVE AND BE 
RENEWED IN HIM AGAIN!!! 

In Jesus’ Love, 

 

Fr. Frank X. Martínez, STL 


