Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Reflecting

On Sunday’s Readings

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY —NOVEMBER 1, 2020

First Reading — Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14
2Then I saw another angel ascend from the rising
of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he
called with a loud voice to the four angels who
had been given power to harm earth and sea, 3
saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God
upon their foreheads." 4And I heard the
number of the sealed, a hundred and forty-four
thousand sealed, out of every tribe of the sons of
Israel, … 9After this I looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no man could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
tongues, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a
loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who
sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11And all
the angels stood round the throne and round the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell
on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, 12saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power
and might be to our God for ever and ever!
Amen." 13Then one of the elders addressed me,
saying, "Who are these, clothed in white robes,
and whence have they come?" 14I said to him,
"Sir, you know." And he said to me, "These are
they who have come out of the great tribulation;
they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.

the rivers.
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see
your face.
Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD?
or who may stand in his holy place? One whose
hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, who
desires not what is vain.
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see
your face.
He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
a reward from God his savior. Such is the race that
seeks him, that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see
your face.
Second Reading — 1 John 3:1-3
1See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are.
The reason why the world does not know us is that
it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God's
children now; it does not yet appear what we shall
be, but we know that when he appears we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3And
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as
he is pure.
Gospel Reading — Matthew 5:1-12
1Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain,
and when he sat down his disciples came to him.
2And he opened his mouth and taught them,
saying: 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. 4"Blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 "Blessed are
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6"Blessed
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied. 7"Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 8"Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Responsorial Psalm
PS 24:1BC-2, 3-4AB, 5-6
R. (see 6) Lord, this is the people that longs
to see your face.
The LORD’s are the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it. For he
founded it upon the seas and established it upon
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9"Blessed

are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God. 10"Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. 11"Blessed are you when
men revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who
were before you.
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INVITATION TO PRAY
Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God...
Proclaim the Scriptures out loud
As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud.
INVITATION TO REFLECT

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING
First Reading —
1. What should be the attitudes of “servants of our God”?
Second Reading —
2. Define what you think John meant when he said that Jesus is “pure.’
3. How should the realization that “we are God’s children now,” affect the way we think and
live?
Gospel Reading —
4. Where do you see yourself in this list?
5. In which category of the people whom Jesus lists would you like to be included? Why? In
which category
6. would you most like to avoid being included?
INVITATION TO ACT
Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an
individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,
determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary
considerations.
CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY
Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for
the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer.
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