
Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time October 23, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — Sirach 35:12-14, 16-17 
12 … for the Lord is the judge, and with him is no 
partiality. 13He will not show partiality in the case 
of a poor man; and he will listen to the prayer of 
one who is wronged. 14He will not ignore the 
supplication of the fatherless, nor the widow when 
she pours out her story. … 16He whose service is 
pleasing to the Lord will be accepted, and his 
prayer will reach to the clouds. 17The prayer of the 
humble pierces the clouds, and he will not be 
consoled until it reaches the Lord; he will not desist 
until the Most High visits him, and does justice for 
the righteous, and executes judgment. 

 
Responsorial Psalm PS 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23 
R. (7a) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.  
I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall 
be ever in my mouth. Let my soul glory in the 
LORD; the lowly will hear me and be glad.  
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.  
The LORD confronts the evildoers, to destroy 
remembrance of them from the earth. When the 
just cry out, the Lord hears them, and from all their 
distress he rescues them.  
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.  
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; and 
those who are crushed in spirit he saves. The 
LORD redeems the lives of his servants; no one 
incurs guilt who takes refuge in him.  
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 

 

Second Reading — 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

6For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; 

the time of my departure has come. 7 I have 

fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 

have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up  

for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, 

and not only to me but also to all who have loved 

his appearing. … 16At my first defense no one 

took my part; all deserted me. May it not be 

charged against them! 17But the Lord stood by 

me and gave me strength to proclaim the 

message fully, that all the Gentiles might hear it. 

So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.18The 

Lord will rescue me from every evil and save me 

for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

  Gospel Reading — Luke 18:9-14 

9He also told this parable to some who 

trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous and despised others: 10“Two men  

 

 

went up into the temple to pray, one a 

Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The 

Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 

‘God, I thank thee that I am not like other men, 

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like 

this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week, I give 

tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, 

standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes 

to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, 

be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this 

man went down to his house justified rather 

than the other; for every one who exalts 

himself will be humbled, but he who humbles 

himself will be exalted.”  
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

Our self-image, especially our spiritual self-image, is a funny thing. So often it can be totally unreliable 
because it is based on erroneous information. Rather than basing our self-image on serious, prayerful 
reflection—“I bid every one among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith which God has assigned him” 
(Romans 12:3)— we more often base it on distorted feedback, the comparing of ourselves with others. 
Comparing ourselves with others, especially to determine how we are doing spiritually, provides the 
same unreliable feedback as do the distortions of a fun-house mirror. When we compare ourselves with 
others some parts of our being are made larger than they are, while other parts are made more 
diminutive, it just depends on the mirror, or the person, against whom the comparison is made. Jesus in 
this week’s Gospel reading deplores the inevitable self-righteousness that grows from these illegitimate 
comparisons. They are illegitimate because the comparison is invariably with people whom we believe 
are greater sinners than are we. When we compare the spiritual grayness of our life over against the 
utter blackness of a greater sinner, our spiritual self-image is greatly distorted and made to appear quite 
a bit lighter and brighter than it really may be. However, when we compare the spiritual grayness of our 
life over against the brilliant light of Jesus’ righteousness, and his expectations for our holiness, we see 
our spiritual grayness for what it truly is, a terrible darkness in need of cleansing. That is undoubtedly 
why Jesus commended the tax collector for his attitude of contrition, for he rightly assessed his spiritual 
condition. With a little bit of effort, the publican could have undoubtedly found someone with whom to 
compare himself whose sins were greater than his own and who would have made him look a little 
better, but he didn’t. He refused to justify himself, instead he compared himself against his 
understanding of God’s standard and found himself wanting. So in honest and vulnerable contrition he 
prayed for mercy. Jesus commended the publican for his spiritual honesty rather than condemning him 
for being such a terrible sinner. This is an important concept to grasp. As far as Jesus is concerned 
honest contrition warrants justification whereas dishonest self-justification warrants condemnation. 
When we attempt to justify ourselves and distort our spiritual record by comparing our self with others 
we are saying to God, “I don’t need you to justify me, I can do it myself.” However, when we recognize 
our sinfulness and in true contrition ask for his mercy, and when we admit that we cannot justify our self 
but are deserving of God’s condemnation, Jesus steps forward in his mercy and justifies us through his 
sacrifice on the cross. Dietrich Von Hilderbrand, in the book Transformation in Christ, captures the 
process that true contrition entails, based on an accurate assessment of our spiritual self. “The initial 
step of the soul’s meeting with God bears the mark of contrition. The man whose heart is smitten by the 
word of Christ, whom Jesus’ face has brought to his knees, will at first say with St. Peter: ‘Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.’ (Luke 5:8) Confrontation of our own selves with God renders us 
conscious of our unworthiness and sinfulness.” Then when we come to this self- realization and 
repudiate evil, and revert to God, we are ready for his cleansing of the stain of guilt. Von Hilderbrand 
goes on to explain, “That guilt can only be eliminated by God’s act of pardon, and be compensated for 
by the blood of Christ, of which it is said in the hymn of St. Thomas: ‘Of which a single drop, for sinners 
spilt, can purge the entire world from all its guilt.’”  
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

1. What does this passage tell us about God’s response to our prayers?    
 
 Second Reading —  

2. How do you view Paul’s statements of self-assessment?  
 

Gospel Reading — 
 

3. How can we maintain a good self-image but not end up trusting in ourselves?   
 

4. How can we accurately acknowledge our sinfulness without developing a negative self-image?   
 

5. What mistakes did the Pharisee make in evaluating his own righteousness? 
 

6. Fasting and tithing are normally viewed as good things. What was it in the Pharisee’s life that 
made these disciplines fairly meaningless?  

 
INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


