
Twenty Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time October 9, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — 2 Kings 5:14-17 14  
So he went down and dipped himself seven times 
in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of 
God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a 
little child, and he was clean.15Then he returned to 
the man of God, he and all his company, and he 
came and stood before him; and he said, “Behold, I 
know that there is no God in all the earth but in 
Israel; so accept now a present from your servant.” 
16But he said, “As the LORD lives, whom I serve, I 
will receive none.” And he urged him to take it, but 
he refused. 17Then Naaman said, “If not, I pray 
you, let there be given to your servant two mules’ 
burden of earth; for henceforth your servant will not 
offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any god but the 
LORD.  

 
Responsorial Psalm PS 98:1, 2-3, 3-4  
R. (cf. 2b) The Lord has revealed to the nations 
his saving power.  
Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done 
wondrous deeds; his right hand has won victory for 
him, his holy arm.  
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his 
saving power.  
The LORD has made his salvation known: in the 
sight of the nations he has revealed his justice. He 
has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness 
toward the house of Israel.  
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his 
saving power.  
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by 
our God. Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands: 
break into song; sing praise. 
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his 
saving power. 
 
 

Second Reading — 2 Timothy 2:8-13   

8Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 

descended from David, as preached in my gospel, 

9 the gospel for which I am suffering and wearing 

fetters like a criminal. But the word of God is not 

fettered. 10Therefore I endure everything for the 

sake of the elect, that they also may obtain 

salvation in Christ Jesus with its eternal glory. 

11The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we 

shall also live with him; 12if we endure, we shall 

also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will 

deny us; 13if we are faithless, he remains 

faithful— for he cannot deny himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading — Luke 17:11-19 

11On the way to Jerusalem he was passing 

along between Samaria and Galilee. 12And as 

he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, 

who stood at a distance 13and lifted up their 

voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 

on us.” 14When he saw them he said to them, 

“Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And 

as they went they were cleansed. 15Then one 

of them, when he saw that he was healed, 

turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 

16and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving 

him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17Then 

said Jesus, “Were not ten cleansed? Where 

are the nine? 18Was no one found to return 

and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 

19And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; 

your faith has made you well.” 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

Those who have contracted a serious illness or who have undergone a difficult operation recognize that 
during the recuperation process they had to not only recover physically but also cope emotionally and 
spiritually. For when ill health confronts us it is not uncommon for our thoughts to turn inward 
questioning God’s love in allowing the medical condition. Quite often people search within asking, “Why 
me?” endeavoring to ascertain what sin they have committed that warrants such punishment. Naturally 
praying for God’s intervention, they often question their own lack of faith when they do not receive the 
answers they expected. So, in the face of physical debilitation, emotional and spiritual debilitation often 
comes as well. Sometimes these latter illnesses provide more and longer lasting difficulty than does the 
former. In this week’s Gospel reading Jesus encounters ten lepers who were in need of healing. Ten 
lepers were cleansed, or cured, of their leprosy, but only one was healed. When the ten cried out 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us,” they were aware of their physical need to stop the decay and rotting 
of their flesh, and to restore the vibrancy to their body, which Jesus did. Whether it was because of the 
disease alone, or the social ostracism that came with leprosy, most of the ten seemed oblivious to the 
weightier sickness of their soul. Who knows, perhaps the emotional and spiritual sickness of the soul, 
the estrangement of their heart from God, was present long before they contracted leprosy. In any 
case, they cared enough for their physical well being to ask Jesus for mercy. Their lack of praise and 
thanks to God after being cleansed of their leprosy reflects that their emotional and spiritual healing was 
not complete. So though ten were cured, nine went away to be pronounced clear of leprosy, but they 
were oblivious to their leprosy of soul. Only one, a Samaritan, was fully healed, body, mind and soul. 
When he recognized that his leprosy was gone he also recognized that this was a miracle and a gift 
from God. He could proceed no further in the cleansing process without turning back to Jesus to offer 
praise and thanks to God with a loud and exuberant voice. His emotional and spiritual healing was 
manifest by his faith, and his faith was manifest by his thanksgiving and praise. He not only was cured, 
but he also was healed, through-and-through. This side of heaven we have no assurance that God will 
always cure us, but we can be fully confident that he will always heal us, if necessary, even in the midst 
of our illness. Spiritually and emotionally, through faith in Jesus, we are able to thrive even as our outer 
shell perishes. Perhaps Saint Pope John Paul II in his latter years of ill health better illustrated this truth 
than anyone in my lifetime. The best time and place to discover this healing faith is not after ill health 
has invaded our bodies but during the times of wellbeing. As Saint Paul suggests, we need to 
constantly “rekindle the gift of God” that we have received, and not allow our faith to remain dormant 
during times of wellbeing. Saint Elizabeth Seton encouraged this practice. Early in her faith as a 
Catholic Christian she wrote, “We must pray literally without ceasing—without ceasing; in every 
occurrence and employment of our lives.” In writing to one of her children she encouraged, “You know I 
mean that prayer of the heart which is independent of place or situation, or which is, rather, a habit of 
lifting up the heart to God, as in a constant communication with him. … in every disappointment, great 
or small, let your dear heart fly direct to him, your dear Savior, throwing yourself in his arms for refuge 
against every pain and sorrow. He never will leave you or forsake you.” (The Soul of Elizabeth Seton by 
J.I. Dirvin) We cannot expect to thank and praise God in the dark, if we do not thank and praise him in 
the light. 
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

1. How does God sometimes use illness to reveal himself to us?    
 
 Second Reading —  

2. How does God sometimes use sickness or misfortune in our lives to spiritually work in others’ 
lives?  

 

Gospel Reading — 
 

3. Have you ever had a severe medical condition? If so, with what emotional and spiritual issues did 
you have to deal?  

 
4. What part do you think faith plays in physical healing? Describe the difference between being a 

servant of Christ and occasionally serving Christ.  
 

5. What physical maladies do you see in our society that also carry a form of social ostracism? 
 

6. How can we be a means of Jesus’ mercy to people who are undergoing health problems?  
 

INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


