
Thirty Third Sunday of Ordinary Time November 13, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — Malachi 4:1-2 (3:19-20 NAB) 
1 “For behold, the day comes, burning like an 
oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, 
says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 
neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my 
name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with 
healing in its wings. You shall go forth leaping like 
calves from the stall.  

 
Responsorial Psalm PS 98:5-6, 7-8, 9 
R. (cf. 9) The Lord comes to rule the earth with 
justice.  
Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, with the 
harp and melodious song. With trumpets and the 
sound of the horn sing joyfully before the King, the 
LORD.  
R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with 
justice.  
Let the sea and what fills it resound, the world and 
those who dwell in it; let the rivers clap their hands, 
the mountains shout with them for joy.  
R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with 
justice.  
Before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to 
rule the earth, he will rule the world with justice and 
the peoples with equity.  
R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with 
justice. 
 

 

Second Reading — 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 

7For you yourselves know how you ought to 

imitate us; we were not idle when we were with 

you, 8 we did not eat any one’s bread without 

paying, but with toil and labor we worked night and 

day, that we might not burden any of you. 9 It was 

not because we have not that right, but to give you 

in our conduct an example to imitate. 10 For even 

when we were with you, we gave you this 

command: If any one will not work, let him not eat. 

11 For we hear that some of you are living in 

idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 

12 Now such persons we command and exhort in 

the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work in quietness 

and to earn their own living. 

 

  Gospel Reading — Luke 21:5-19 

5 And as some spoke of the temple, how it 

was adorned with noble stones and 

offerings, he said, 6 “As for these things 

which you see, the days will come when 

there shall not be left here one stone upon 

another that will not be thrown down.” 7And  

 

they asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, 

and what will be the sign when this is about to 

take place?” 8 And he said, “Take heed that 

you are not led astray; for many will come in 

my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is 

at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 And when 

you hear of wars and tumults, do not be 

terrified; for this must first take place, but the 

end will not be at once.” 10 Then he said to 

them, “Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be 

great earthquakes, and in various places 

famines and pestilences; and there will be 

terrors and great signs from heaven. 12But 

before all this they will lay their hands on you 

and persecute you, delivering you up to the 

synagogues and prisons, and you will be 

brought before kings and governors for my 

name’s sake.13 This will be a time for you to 

bear testimony. 14 Settle it therefore in your 

minds, not to meditate beforehand how to 

answer; 15 for I will give you a mouth and 

wisdom, which none of your adversaries will 

be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will 

be delivered up even by parents and brothers 

and kinsmen and friends, and some of you 

they will put to death; 17 you will be hated by 

all for my name’s sake. 18 But not a hair of 

your head will perish. 19 By your endurance 

you will gain your lives. 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

Though Saint Pope John Paul II, early in his ministry as Pope, offered us the admonition, “Be not 
afraid.” During these days of riots, pandemics, terrorist attacks, military mobilization, and impending 
economic fall-out there seems to be much of which to be afraid. “…the words, ‘Be not afraid’ were 
doubtless addressed to a world in which man fears man, fears life as much as, if not more than, death, 
fears the savage forces he holds prisoner, fears everything, nothing and sometimes even his own fear; 
but they were also, or might have been, the exhortation of a disciple in the dawn of Christianity to his 
brothers called to bear witness …” (Be Not Afraid by André Frossard) This week’s Gospel Reading is a 
pertinent passage that reinforces the same message for our troubled times. The “good old days” had 
their share of the not so good also. Even a superficial study of history will reveal that every generation 
has experienced their own version of man’s inhumanity to man. Jesus knew what we would face 
throughout history yet he too admonished, “Do not be terrified.” How can we remain calm and at peace 
in the midst of such horrendous events? Peace comes from the assurance that God is in control of 
history, working his will even in the face of man’s inhumanity to man. He has our eternal welfare within 
his control. Thus, we need not fear death or eternity. In this passage Jesus warns, “some of you they 
will put to death … but not a hair of your head will perish.” This seemingly contradictory statement can 
comfort us and give us peace only if we believe in the resurrection, and Jesus’ power to preserve us for 
eternity even in death. He promises that in heaven we will be given a new body wherein dwells 
righteousness. If we see this temporal life as all-important, we will be terrified of losing it, if we see it as 
a stepping stone to eternity where life becomes full and complete, we will not live in terror. In the midst 
of terrifying events, people, especially people who do not have a relationship with the Father through 
Jesus Christ, have a heightened awareness of their vulnerability and the fragility of their existence. 
Consequently, Jesus saw history’s turmoil as a “time for you to bear testimony.” A heart free from 
hatred, calm and at peace in the midst of rampant fear, stands out like a lighthouse of refuge in the 
midst of a raging storm. That person’s peaceful countenance will attract wonder and provide occasion 
for a verbal explanation of its reason for hope. Do not be afraid that you are ill equipped to provide an 
answer for your calm and peacefulness. Jesus will “give you a mouth and wisdom” to share with others 
how they can experience peace even as he did for these first-century Christians. With loving grace he 
will give us words to assure them that they need not fear death either. If people will turn to God and be 
reconciled to him through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, they will receive powerful 
resources for being unafraid in the face of terror. • He has given us the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who 
ever dwells with us providing peace and guidance. • As children of God we can find comfort in prayer 
where we can pour out our heart before him and find that he will become a “refuge for us.” (Psalm 62:8) 
• He has given us sacred Scripture which will provide strength and encouragement to endure with joy, 
and provide guidance how to live and respond to every kind of difficulty, even in these perilous times. 
Listen to the message of Pope John Paul II, “Be not afraid.” Listen to Jesus’ message, “Be not terrified.” 
It is a choice we face. We need not be victims, losing control of our spiritual and psychological emotions 
to the will and whim of the terror we face. We can choose to believe Christ and fasten our thoughts on 
him and his promises, or we can choose to fasten our thoughts on that which we fear. In evaluating our 
level of anxiety, it would be interesting to compare the amount of time we choose to spend listening to 
the television and radio programs that breed anxiety, with the amount of time we spend listening to 
Christ’s voice of peace through his Word and through prayer. Choose to “be not afraid.”  
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

1. Restate this contrast in your own words.      
 
 Second Reading —  

2. What would you like to have people imitate about your life? 
 

3. What do you find most worthy of imitating in this passage from 2 Thessalonians?  
 

Gospel Reading — 
 

4. What do verses 5-6 teach us about how to view life?     
 

5. What aspects of life tend to frighten you? What have you found, especially in God’s Word, that 
helps you overcome the fear?  

 

6. What happens to one’s life when they fail to endure and instead give into their fears? 
 

INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


