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January 1, 2023 • Mary Mother of God • Luke 2:16-21

Treasuring and Pondering 
Just as people come to visit parents and their new baby in our culture, so it happened in Jesus’ time 
and culture. However, Luke tells us it was strangers who first came to meet the baby Jesus. The shep-
herds came with an unexpected and wondrous tale of the angels’ joyful news about his birth. 

Consider what an extraordinary nine-month 
period Mary experienced. First the angel 
Gabriel showed up out of the blue with the 

news that she had been chosen to carry God’s son. 
After she assented, she had to face Joseph with the 
news of her pregnancy and then endure the gossip 
and probable hostility of her community. Then she 
had to make an unexpected, perilous, late-term 
journey to Bethlehem and give birth amidst ani-
mals. How much she had to ponder during those 
months! 

In today’s reading Mary is given more to ponder. 
Shepherds, poor folks who were looked down upon 
for their occupation, showed up unannounced 
gushing about the baby and who he was. What they 
heard from the angel and repeated to Mary and Jo-
seph echoed what Mary had heard from the angel 
Gabriel—that her baby was destined to be the Mes-
siah, the one chosen to save his people. Mary, we 
are told, “treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.” Of course, she couldn’t fully un-
derstand with her rational mind what it all meant 
and how Jesus would grow into his identity, but we 
get the sense that she marveled in awe that she got 

to play a part in the mystery. On this feast, may we 
honor Mary by letting go of our desire to under-
stand and know ahead of time how our children 
will develop. Instead, let us embrace the unknow-
ing and treasure in our hearts the unfolding of our 
children’s lives. 

FAMILY RESPONSE

Share memories with your children of things 
that amazed or awed you when they were 
born and were very young. What are some 
of the memories that you most treasure from 
their early days and weeks?

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What are you currently “pondering” about 
your children and who they are/who they are 
growing into? Ask God to guide you to be the 
parent they need you to be as they grow into 
the people God hopes they will be. 


