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January 8, 2023 • Epiphany of the Lord • Matthew 2:1–12

Little Epiphanies
The story of the Magi is a familiar one. Wise men from the East follow a star,  believing it will lead 
them to the newborn King of the Jews. They make their way to Bethlehem, the place prophets have 
said the Messiah would be born. Once there, they find the infant Jesus and humble themselves before 
him. They offer gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

The wise men headed for Jerusalem, the capi-
tal city, on their quest for the newborn King. 
Imagine their surprise when they are sent to 

the small town of Bethlehem, to a tiny little house 
where they find a poor woman holding her child.

I’m sure they must have been a pause before they 
experienced their epiphany. Then they finally had 
their “aha” moment and understood. This child was 
indeed destined for greatness, but he would not fol-
low the usual path to kingship.

The word epiphany means a sudden flash of in-
sight. If we pay attention, life can be filled with these 
sudden flashes. I remember one particular flash that 
happened to me several months after I was married. 
It too involved the search for a king, well perhaps 
only a Prince Charming. When I married Roger 
I was pretty naive. I bestowed on him all sorts of 
impossible qualities. Once the wedding dress was 
packed away and we were comfortably settled into 
our apartment, I began to face reality. There were 
no insights yet, only dirty socks, grumpy mornings 
and a man who looked rather thin without his ar-
mor and white horse. What happened to my prince?

The answer came not in one grand insightful 
moment like the arrival of the wise men. My epiph-
anies were smaller, and spread over time. I remem-
ber Roger’s worried face as he stroked my hair when 

our first son was born. I can see him rushing into 
action when our son James fell off his skateboard 
and lost his peripheral vision, and when his brother 
Phillip fell twelve feet from a neighbor’s tree. I re-
member the look on his face when he saw our first 
grandchild.

After forty-three years of marriage and a thou-
sand small epiphanies, I can only thank God for the 
gallant young prince I married who has followed 
his own path to greatness.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Ask each family member to talk about a time 
when he or she was expecting one thing but 
was surprised by another.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What are some of the epiphany moments in 
your own life? What do you want to remem-
ber from last week? What are you looking 
forward to next week? What are your con-
cerns? 


