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3rd Sunday of Advent
 ▶ Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 • Israel’s 
deliverance

 ▶ James 5:7-10 • Patience
 ▶ Matthew 11:2-11 • 
Christ’s witness to John

Do You Get It?
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the leader. If 
helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

On this third Sunday of Advent, the scriptures focus on waiting: waiting in hope 
and waiting with patience. Isaiah promises God will deliver the Jews from their 
captors. James encourages the early Christians to wait for Christ’s second coming 
with patience like farmers waiting for a harvest. Finally, without great fanfare, 
Jesus reveals that he is the one for whom the Jews have been waiting.   

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of Light and God of Darkness,  
      thank you for this chance to slow down  
 and listen to your Word for us. 

Open our eyes, ears, minds, and our hearts  
      so that we experience how you are alive and active in our lives today.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:2-11
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a min-
ute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy this 
week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the sharing 
has died down.

Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

After baptizing the crowds who came out to hear him preach 
in the wilderness, John the Baptist was thrown into jail by 
Herod. Herod was offended when John called out his adul-
tery with his brother’s wife and “all the evil things Herod had 
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done” (Lk. 3:19). The age-old practice of the powerful imprisoning the righteous 
played out again. 

We may be puzzled why John is uncertain in this gospel passage about Jesus’ 
identity. Weren’t they cousins? Didn’t John tell the crowds that Jesus was the 
Lamb of God when he baptized him? Didn’t he tell them that Jesus was the one 
for whom he was preparing the way? Why the uncertainty now? 

John’s uncertainly about Jesus mirrored the questions that many Jews had about 
him. They were expecting a Messiah who would overthrow the Roman occupiers 
of their day. They were expecting a king who would rule their nation with great 
power and subdue all their enemies. They expected a king who was a military 
hero. Jesus’ way of acting in the world and the company he kept wasn’t what the 
Jews were expecting in a Savior. Yes, he was doing deeds of amazing power, but 
he was also hanging out with sinners, eating with tax collectors, and talking with 
women in public (gasp!). He also wasn’t treating the rich and the powerful with 
special respect. In short, he was a mystery to many. So it’s not surprising then 
that John is unsure just who this Jesus was turning out to be. 

By telling John’s disciples that John could decide for himself who Jesus was by his 
actions, Jesus trusted John would “get it.” After all, John certainly knew the Old 
Testament scriptures well and would have recognized the parallels between what 
Jesus was doing—giving sight to the blind, healing the deaf and the lame, and 
proclaiming good news to the poor—and the promise from the prophet Isaiah of 
the wonders God would do.

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

What are some other examples from history of powerful people 
imprisoning truth-tellers?

When have you met someone who didn’t conform to certain cultural or 
religious expectations but did wonderful, life-giving things? 

Now that we are in the third week of Advent, what can you commit to 
doing this week to keep your attention on the real “reason for the season”?

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, may what we have heard and reflected on today inspire us to go out from 
here to be better disciples in our daily lives. 

May we be a blessing to all those we encounter this coming week. 

Amen.


