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Mary Mother of God
 ▶ Numbers 6:22-27 • The 
Priestly Blessing

 ▶ Galatians 4:4-7 • Free 
Sons of God in Christ

 ▶ Luke 2:16-21 • The 
Shepherds’ Visit

Pondering and Treasuring
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background for the leader. If 
helpful, share some of it in conversation with the group.

The seasons of Advent and Christmas give us time to focus on the role of Mary, 
Jesus’ mother, for several weeks. Contrary to the misunderstanding of some 
Protestants, Catholics do not worship Mary just as we do not worship saints. We 
honor her unique role in our religious history, just as we honor the examples of 
the saints. We do not pray to her as if praying to God; we ask her to intercede for 
us because we believe she is close to her son Jesus. The Feast of Mary, the Mother 
of God, which we celebrate today, is a chance to ponder what it was like for her 
as she pondered the wonder of her newborn son and who he was.

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of Light and new life  
 thank you for sending your Son to be a baby among us. 

May we honor his birth by reaching out to care for all the little ones  
 who are born vulnerable and poor in our time.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen.

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:16-21
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the sharing has 
died down.

Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

The mysterious and miraculous happenings didn’t end for Mary 
when Jesus was born. As she soon discovered, the announcement of 
the angel Gabriel was only the beginning of a roller coaster nine-
month pregnancy and beyond. Perhaps she and Joseph were just 
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starting to settle down and get some sleep with their newborn when the shep-
herds arrived with their tale of the angels they had seen.  

Unlike the learned and foreign magi who showed up with expensive gifts from 
far away for the baby Jesus, the shepherds were local. They were poor folks doing 
their nighttime work in the region when they were honored with receiving 
the angel’s news about the Savior’s birth. When they located the baby and his 
parents, it was in a humble abode that they would have been accustomed to; a 
barn or a cave where animals were kept. The baby was wrapped in “swaddling 
clothes,” the equivalent of bands of cloth that happened to be on hand, perhaps 
as the shepherds’ children were sometimes dressed.  

Upon arrival, the shepherds gushed about the baby and who he was. What they 
heard from the angel and repeated to Mary and Joseph echoed what Mary had 
heard from the angel Gabriel—that her baby was destined to be the Messiah, 
the one chosen to save his people. Mary, we are told, “treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart.” Of course, she couldn’t fully understand with 
her rational mind what it all meant and how Jesus would grow into his identity, 
but we get the sense that she marveled in awe that she got to play a part in the 
mystery.   

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

 Luke’s Gospel tells us that poor shepherds came to visit Jesus. Matthew’s 
Gospel tells us that wealthy magi bearing expensive gifts came to visit him. 

Which version most speaks to you? Why?

 If you have had children or other cherished little ones in your life, what do 
you remember most pondering or treasuring when they were small? 

Have you had an experience of someone showing up in your life with 
good news that surprised you or confirmed something you already 

suspected? Please share.

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Lord, may we always continue to ponder what your scripture wants to commu-
nicate to us and may we treasure in our hearts how beloved we are to you. 

May we be a blessing to all those we encounter this coming week. 

Amen.


