
Seventh Sunday of Easter May 29, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — Acts 7:55-60  
55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God; 56 and he said, “Behold, I 
see the heavens opened, and the Son of man 
standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they 
cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears 
and rushed together upon him. 58 Then they cast 
him out of the city and stoned him; and the 
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 And as they were 
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 60And he knelt down and cried with a 
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

Responsorial Psalm PS 97:1-2, 6-7, 9 

R. (1a and 9a) The Lord is king, the most high 

over all the earth. 

or: R. Alleluia. 

The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice; let the 

many islands be glad. Justice and judgment are 

the foundation of his throne. 

R. The Lord is king, the most high over all the 

earth. or: R. Alleluia. 

The heavens proclaim his justice, and all peoples 

see his glory. All gods are prostrate before him. 

R. The Lord is king, the most high over all the 

earth. or: R. Alleluia. 

You, O LORD, are the Most High over all the  

earth, exalted far above all gods. 

R. The Lord is king, the most high over all the 

earth. or: R. Alleluia. 

 

Second Reading — Revelation 22:12-14, 

16-17, 20 12 “Behold, I am coming soon, 

bringing my recompense, to repay every one 

for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and 

the Omega, the first and the last, the 

beginning and the end.” 14 Blessed are 

those who wash their robes, that they may 

have the right to the tree of life and that they 

may enter the city by the gates. … 16 “I 

Jesus have sent my angel to you with this 

testimony for the churches. I am the root and 

the offspring of David, the bright morning 

star.” 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, 

“Come.” And let him who hears say, “Come.” 

And let him who is thirsty come, let him who 

desires take the water of life without price. …  

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading — John 17:20-26  

20 “I do not pray for these only, but also for 

those who believe in me through their word, 21 

that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, 

art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 

in us, so that the world may believe that thou 

hast sent me. 22 The glory which thou hast 

given me I have given to them, that they may 

be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and 

thou in me, that they may become perfectly 

one, so that the world may know that thou hast 

sent me and hast loved them even as thou 

hast loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they 

also, whom thou hast given me, may be with 

me where I am, to behold my glory which thou 

hast given me in thy love for me before the 

foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, 

the world has not known thee, but I have 

known thee; and these know that thou hast 

sent me. 26 I made known to them thy name, 

and I will make it known, that the love with 

which thou hast loved me may be in them, and 

I in them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Seventh Sunday of Easter May 29, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

“Can’t we just live together in peace?” is the plaintive cry of a world racked with division. In their futile 
attempts to secure self-made peace they exalt and promote diversity as the key to harmony; let every 
person do that which is right in their own eyes. However, this freedom is often not sought for, nor 
granted to Christians, especially Catholic Christians. The motivation behind the exaltation of diversity is 
ultimately peace through uninterrupted self-gratification and freedom from constraints. Unfortunately, 
when the world exalts diversity to the point of extending the definition to include perversity, and without 
submitting to the Creator, disunity and division result rather than peace. Jesus shows us a better way in 
this week’s Gospel Reading. Early in history Christianity demonstrated that diverse people can live 
together in peace. From the very first Christianity included male and female, Jew and Gentile, slave and 
free, and people from various nationalities and ethnic groups. This diverse group was tied together by 
the Spirit of Christ, not by some superficial “I’m okay, you’re okay” philosophical connection. This unity 
was first demonstrated by the perfect unity which existed between the Father and the Son. Theirs was a 
unity of love which manifested itself in harmony of purpose and mutual concern for the other’s glory. 
Jesus suggests in his great priestly prayer, just prior to his passion, that this unity is desired and 
available for all who follow him. It is important though to realize that Jesus was not interested in unity 
simply for the sake of unity but for God’s glory. The unity of which Jesus speaks hinges on the 
presence of a glory that is greater than our personal human charisma, and on a purpose that takes us 
beyond our personal desires. That glory is in fact the indwelling presence of God. This presence not 
only enables us to be something that we are not, but also enables us to see others through the eyes of 
Christ who dwells within us. People, ourselves included, no longer simply remain flawed human 
persons, but rather are the very dwelling place of God, “I in them, thou in me.” Consequently, we can, 
or should, no longer relate to one another on a purely human level but should love and honor one 
another as we love and honor Christ. In addition, the unity Jesus speaks of is centered around a 
purpose that is higher than ourselves; the glory of God and the communication of the Gospel of Peace 
to a divided world. For diverse people to lay aside their selfish ambitions, which are in fact the things 
which divide us, there must be a purpose and calling that is esteemed more highly by them than are 
their personal preferences. Twice in Jesus’ prayer he identifies the purpose around which diverse 
people can and should unite—“So that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” It is only when 
people unite around Christ and his eternal purposes that unity among diverse people is possible. That 
unity which Jesus said is the key to the propagation of the Gospel to the world, hinges on the visible 
presence of unity among his followers. Diverse people united in love and purpose, and living together in 
harmony is such a rarity in this world that its very presence is a wakeup call for those without peace, 
and a visual aid to the reality of Christ. Is it any wonder that the progress of salvation is so slow in our 
world today? What should be our response? “As evangelizers, we must offer Christ’s faithful not the 
image of people divided and separated by unedifying quarrels, but the image of people who are mature 
in faith and capable of finding a meeting-point beyond the real tensions, thanks to a shared, sincere and 
disinterested search for truth. Yes, the destiny of evangelization is certainly bound up with the witness 
of unity given by the Church. This is a source of responsibility and also comfort.” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 
by Pope Paul VI) 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 

 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that  

emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 

INVITATION TO REFLECT 

 

INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading 

 1. In what ways do you see Christ in Stephen’s life?  
 
 2. How would you describe the effects of a life full of the Holy Spirit? 
 

  Second Reading 

 3. What does this passage say about both the motivation and the message of  

 evangelization? 
 
  Gospel Reading 

 4. Describe the “The glory which … I have given to them”. 
 
 5. How would you explain to another the importance of Jesus’ being sent from the  

 Father? 
 
 6. If you were to embrace verses 25 and 26 as your “life verses” what effect would it have  

 on how you live? 
 
INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


